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Overview figures

; Mi Q 394 1

Our adoption centre is taking care of 394 animals currently

- 520111 QX D 1451 Q
Total rehomed 1451 animals since 2011

20211 Qq u | 481 Q
Rescued 481 animals in 2021

20211 QX 262 Q
Rehomed 262 animals in 2021

= 2014 2301 O+
Over 230 education activities since 2011
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About HKHERP Foundation  ©
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HKHERP Foundation is the first and solely existing Charitable
recognized charity which focuses on amphibians and Organization

reptiles in Hong Kong. Under section 88 of the Inland
Revenue Ordinance, we are exempt from tax and
accept donations for charitable purposes. All
donations over the amount of $HK100 are eligible for
tax deduction in Hong Kong.

AFCD
Animal Welfare Organizati AFCD Animal Welfare Organization which focuses on
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HKHERP Foundation is the first and solely existing

amphibians and reptiles in Hong Kong. AFCD and the
Endangered Species Advisory Committee have

permitted our Society for the rehoming of animals
under CITES II.
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We have been granted an exemption from the requirement to hold an
Animal Trader Licence (ATL) by the AFCD in accordance with
Chapter 139B (Exemption No.: ORG-00005).
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Our Objectives and Services

Adoption

Conservation Education
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Adoption : Find suitable new owners for abandoned amphibians
and reptiles.
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Conservation : Cooperate and exchange with relevant government
departments in Hong Kong, animal care organizations, conservation
organizations and universities.
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Education : Promote the concept and attitudes of keeping
amphibians and reptiles correctly; Provide talks on conservation,
understanding of amphibians and reptiles, caring for the natural
environment, and biodiversity.
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Herpetofauna Neighbours
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Environment & Conservation Fund: Herpetofauna
Neighbours - Urban Biodiversity and Exotic Species o '|:|:|l e lf E,‘
Monitoring Programme ERmR
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Hong Kong has arich herpetofaunal diversity with 24 local amphibian species. In 2000, an exotic

species was found to occur in Hong Kong - Greenhouse Frog ( Eleutherodactylus planirostris ). This
species has a special life history - its tadpole does not have an aquatic phase, and froglets hatch directly
from terrestrial eggs. Due to the special characteristics, their eggs are easily attached to crop soil and
transported to all over the world via crop trade. Due to the similar size and diet of Greenhouse Frog and

R o me MréesFrog, herpetofaunal conservationists are concerned that the import of the species may

pose threats to local herpetofauna .
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CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
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Team Wild Briefing Training Seminar
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Team Wild Discussion Workshop Training Field Trip
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Amphibians and reptiles husbandryAnimal Care

Rd b 8~ IO
Team Urban Briefing
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HKHerp has initiated 6 E GHerpetofauna Neighbours - Urban Biodiversity and Exotic Species
Monitoring Programme owhich is the third programme subvented by the Environmental
Conservation Fund and Environmental Campaign Committee. The  programme aims to further
understand threats faced by local herpetofauna , to understand the biodiversity in our community,
and raise the awareness of the public about wild and urban ecology. In this programme there are
two batches of ecological surveyors: Team Wild and Team Urban ecological surveyors. Through
lectures, workshops and field trips, surveyors were trained and equipped with knowledge related to
local herpetofaunal diversity, exotic species and their impact, survey method and survey sites.
Ecological surveys were conducted to understand about the distribution of exotic species and data
analysis has been done during Discussion Forms. At last, the research findings were released during
the Graduation Ceremony.
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Team Urban Forum
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Team Urban Field Trip
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Hong Kong has a high diversity of reptiles, the majority of which are snakes. As predators, they play an
important role in maintaining the ecological balance, while also providing essential ecosystem services by
controlling pest populations . Unfortunately, many citizens view snakes as a nuisance and harbour great
fear towards them, regardless of whether the snake is capable of delivering a fatal bite. Despite the fact
that fatal snakebite is extremely rare in Hong Kong (last recorded death from one was over 20 years ago),
snakes, both venomous and non-venomous, are often killed on sight on hiking trails or other rural areas.

In order to reduce the public fear about snakes and foster their appreciation of the diversity and
importance of snakes, HKHerp organised 6 F ermtt Snake Education and Outreach Campaign 6under the
support of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department . A series of educational activities aimed at
increasing the p u b | knowdedge about snakes and promoting a6 s n & krd e mmentalityd among them .

Moreover, during the Programme , HKHerp has designed and produced a pocket field guide with portraits
of common snakes in Hong Kong on one side and guidelines about what to do and what not to do during

a snake encounter. These pocket field guides were distributed to participants of our activities and over
2000 other citizens .
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Snake Outreach Lecture Series: Lecture 1 Natural History of Snakes in Hong Kong
s ~a TNw: T (}) NKi -0 v Cf L 2
Snake Outreach Lecture Series: Lecture 2 Snakes are not scary!
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Snake Outreach Lecture Series: Lecture 3 Venomous animals in Hong Kong
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Snuggleél and Seized KingSakes
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In 2021 December, Hong Kong Society of Herpetology Foundation received 70 smuggled and
seized king snakes from the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department. These king
shakes are very young, estimated to be less than half year old. Unfortunately, all of them are frail
and sick. After being diagnosed by the veterinarian, it was found that they suffered from parasitic
infections, respiratory tract infections and malnutrition. The mortality rate was as high as 70%,
and some of them were even unable to move, which was no different from paralysis. Our
volunteers were very distressed because of these situations.

We once again appeals to everyone, please adopt don't shop, and refuse to encourage illegal
smuggling. Put yourself in their shoes, if you are one of the smuggled animals, you must be able

to feel their helplessness !
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Adoption Activities
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"Adopt don't shop” is a slogan that we often hear. In recent years, the public has gradually paid
attention to animal welfare, and | believe more people understand that buying animals would abet over
breeding and illegal smuggling in a certain degree, which will harm the number of endangered animals
in the wild. However, under the current circumstances, many animals are still being abandoned and
abused, because the owners did not think carefully before raising them, so we are still working hard to
promote adoption.

Even though affected by the pandemic this year, we can only have a few adoption activities, which is less
than the previous years. But due to our persistence and public support, more than 260 animals were still
adopted successfully. During the adoption activities, we were not only focusing on the adoption of

animals, but also sharing the husbandry experience with the public, and keeping in touch in the future.

The volunteers were very touched to see everyone's dedication to animals!

With limited resources, space and volunteers, we tried our best to save and provide proper husbandry to
the animals. We can do more if more people support adoption! If you want to keep a pet, why not
consider adopting it? Your wise decision is enough to change the fate of abandoned animals and give
them a chance to be reborn from tragedy.
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Pet Show 2021
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- Education Activities
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HKHERP has been committed to carrying out various educational activities, in order to promote the correct

concept, attitude and care of the husbandry of amphibians and reptiles. In addition, we enhance the

public's awareness of the animal and natural environment protection, conservation concepts such as
biodiversity and understand the importance of "Adopt don't shop".

Living in this city, we have different animals around us, no matter pets or wild animals. They all deserve
respect and love .

We believe that successful education should reach every age group, so that the public can better

understand animals, know them well, love and respect them.
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Ocean Park Talk
(Lizards and snakes husbandry and welfare)
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Human Library Activity
(Amphibians and reptiles welfare)




° e

( Q uz u ?)

Ocean Park Talk

(Turtles and amphibians husbandry and welfare)
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Caritas Jockey Club Integrated Service For Young
People-Cheung Chau

(Amphibians and reptiles husbandry and welfare)
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Queen's College

(Amphibians and reptiles husbandry and welfare )

QA L WA v
(Snake online Talk video, cooperated with  the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals )
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Caritas Tung Tau Elderly Centre

(Amphibians and reptiles husbandry and welfare
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Tuen Mun Government Secondary School
(Amphibians and reptiles husbandry and welfare)
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City University of Hong Kong
(Applied learning Animal Care & Animal Husbandry
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Valtorta College Talk
(Amphibians and reptiles husbandry and welfare

Lecture )
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City University of Hong Kong (Veterinary Nursing)
Reptile Rescue and Welfare Lecture




O T O
Rescue
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We rescued 57 turtles in the park pool §
who were abandoned by their owners ® -
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Rescue Cases

1) Tam
Tam
. Ta{m
: Tam ) ;
Tam . '
Tam :

1) Red-eared slider " Tam-jieo

We can't imagine why there was a turtle - Tam-jie, on the highway. At the time, she was seriously injured and her shell was almost
knocked to pieces. We estimated that she had suffered from a traffic accident, and was dying.

Thankfully, a kind -hearted citizen contacted us. We called and visited the veterinary clinic at once. The veterinarian diagnosed Tam-
jie's shell was ruptured severely. Moreover, she was parasitized by lots of maggots which was life -threatening, but we didn't give up  to
help her.

In the past six months, Tam -jie had undergone numerous medications, injections, laser therapies, etc. Additionally, the veterinarian
removed the necrotic shell's part. She finally got out of the crisis, but she still needs a long time for recuperation.

We are joyful with the miraculous recovery process of Tam  -jie. However, we are outraged at the selfish owner's abandonment action.
If you are Tam -jie, you can understand her desperation at that time. Thank you all kind people for supporting our rescue work!

2) J J

2) Red-eared sliders " Fok Fok", " Luk Luk" and " Sau Sauo

We saved Fok Fok, Luk Luk and Sau Sau at the park pool where
located on Hong Kong Island at the beginning of the year. Due to
their small sizes, they were relatively dangerous in the park pool,
prone to diseases and accidental injuries from other animals.
Fortunately, they didn't suffer from a fatal disease, only a mild
bacterial infection. After being taken care of by volunteers, they
gradually stabilized and lived in three different adoption families !
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3) Leopard gecko " Lemon-t e a 0

Lemon-tea was abandoned in a garbage station in the cold winter. She was emaciated with a swollen eyeball and was estimated less than
one year old. This abandonment action was animal abuse obviously. We visited the veterinary clinic immediately after receivin g her.
After the veterinarian examination, she was diagnosed with a genetic defect and suffered from a rare disease unfortunately, w hich
caused high blood calcium levels. It can only be tried to treat.

We didn't give up Lemon -tea. She was fostered by our volunteer for half year to undergo various treatments. Her condition was un der
control at first. However, it deteriorated rapidly, such as severe swelling eyeball, weight loss, etc. She even vomited after force-feeding.

She might have cramps and faints at any time, and even developed into cancer.

The current medical technology failed to cure Lemon  -tea, and she was suffering from illness. Considering animal welfare, althoug h we
were very reluctant, we still accepted the veterinarian's recommendation - euthanasia.

This isn't the ending that we want to see. Please resist the pet trade. Avoiding the defective pets to be bred.

Lemon-tea, please rest in peace. We love you as always.

4)

4) Pig-nosed turtle " Fei Feid

We rescued Fei Feiin a park pool where located in the Kowloon.
At that time, she was floating and must have suffered for a
while. Our volunteers and the park staff immediately rescued
her. Unfortunately, the situation was very bad. There were many
infections on her body. We estimated that she might be sick for
a period of time. She couldn't bear the horrible pain and died
soon, and she didn't even have a chance to see the vet, which
made our hearts very sad! | believe that her owner thought that
Fei Fei could live in the park pool "happily”, but they did not
expect this to be an extremely wrong decision. This is a real
example - "Mercy release can't let them survive"!
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6 ) Chinese water dragon " Big-e y e d 0

Big-eyed was our animal ambassador. She has successfully
conveyed "Adopt don't shop”, and "Be kind to animals" to the
public over the years. When we were planning her "retirement",
she developed an abnormal eye condition unfortunately.

Our volunteers arranged to visit the veterinary clinic for a
detailed examination immediately. After the veterinarian's
diagnosis, it was found that her anterior chamber was inflamed
and her cornea was damaged. Fortunately, the situation was not
serious and she recovered after treatment. Now she has been
adopted and is living a happy life with another animal
ambassador - the Chinese water dragon "Single -eyed"!

5)

5) Bearded Dragon " Tam-j ai 0

An afternoon in the middle of the year, we received a call for
help, saying that a bearded dragon had been abandoned at a
garbage station. Volunteer was anxious and went to save him
immediately. Unexpectedly, when the volunteer arrived, the
garbage station was empty. It meant that the garbage trucks
had come to clean up. The volunteer was helpless and
couldn't sleep for the whole night.

The next day, our volunteer received a call from a nearby
management office and knew that they had temporarily kept
the bearded dragon. The volunteer felt relieved immediately!
After receiving him, we called him Tam -jai. Fortunately, he
didn't have serious problems, but he was born with weak
eyesight. Now he has been adopted already and lives a happy
life in his new family!
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7) Red-eared slider " Ah-c h'i 0

Ah-chi is a red -eared slider that was released to the wild.
Luckily, she met a kind -hearted citizen and brought her to our
Adoption Centre. The volunteer went to the veterinary clinic to
seek medical treatment immediately. After the veterinarian's
diagnosis, it was found that her fingers were necrotic and there
was an infection of the shell. If the situation was delayed, her
peritoneum might be infected and she would die. After a long
period of husbandry by volunteers, her condition has gradually
stabilized. However, due to the severe infection, she is still
recuperating in the adoption  centre. We wish her to meet a
good adopter in the future!

8) L

14

8) Red-eared slider "L-Man"

L-Man was released to the park pool. We have no idea why his
owner is so cruel, but we can be sure that he was suffering from
unnecessary pain - face and forelimb areas ulcerated seriously,
the affected area emits a strong rotten smell.

We cooperated with the park to rescue L-Man, and visited the
veterinarian immediately. He was diagnosed with severe
infection, required medication and laser therapy. However, after
14 days of treatment, he still lost to death. He was too painful!
L-Man, please rest in peace. We love you as always.




9) Uni
Uni

. Uni

9) Red-eared slider " Uni"

Uni is a red-eared slider that was abandoned in a park pool.
She was waiting to die because of several large cracks on her
shelll We rescued her with park staff and went to the

veterinary clinic for medical treatment immediately. After the
medication and surgery, Uni left the crisis period successfully.
However, due to the slow metabolism of reptiles, she is still
recuperating in the adoption  centre . We hope she will meet a
nice adoption family in the future!

10)

10) Bearded dragon "Jie-jie"

Jie-jie was an abandoned case. After we received him, we found
that his body condition was abnormal, so we went to the
veterinary clinic for medical treatment. After being diagnosed by
Dr. Yu, he found that Jie-jie had a spinal deformity due to
malnutrition. Besides, he had a parasitic infection. In addition, he
was very nervous, so he stayed at the volunteer's home for a
period of time to increase his trust in humans. His condition has
gradually stabilized now, and he has returned to the adoption
centre and is waiting for a happy new life!




12) Humerus

Humerus

L
Humerus

Humerus

12) Chinese striped-necked turtle "Humerus"

We rescued Humerus at a Park Pool where located in Kowloon. At that
time, his condition was poor and he was probably abandoned for a
period of time. We immediately arranged to go to the veterinary clinic
for an examination. After the veterinary diagnosis, Humerus was
found to be suffering from a parasitic infection and a serious skin
infection. Unfortunately, after a period of treatment, she couldn't bear
to pain and died. We are enraged at the abandonment behavior of the
relevant people, completely disregarding the safety of animals,
making extremely irresponsible decisions, and making Humerus's fate
so difficult. It is very sad.

11)

11) Kingsnake "Wai-jai"

Wai-jai was a kingsnake who was illegal smuggling and seized
by relevant departments. It was handed over to us after. At

that time, it was estimated that he was just born, but he was
completely immobile. We took him to the veterinary clinic for
medical treatment, and found out that he was not only

severely malnourished, but also parasitic infection. He had the
chance to be paralyzed for the rest of his life. We tried our

best to provide related treatment, hoping that the situation
would be improved. However, he still could not bear and die.
We hope everyone "Adopt don't shop".




14) Bang Bang

Bang Bang

14) Chinese striped -necked turtle "Bang Bang"

Bang Bang was a Chinese striped -necked turtle who was
rescued by our volunteers in a park pool during the cold
winter. Since he was dying at that time, the volunteers
went to the veterinary clinic to seek medical treatment
immediately. After the veterinarian's diagnosis, it was
found that he suffered from severe skin infection and
pneumonia. These diseases were fatal. It was a pity that
after about half month of treatment, he still lost to the
disease and passed away. We are saddened and
heartbroken by this living tragedy, which proves once
again - "Mercy release can't let them survive"!

13) Master J

Master J

L

Master J

13) Marginated Tortoise "Master -J"

Master J was abandoned on the street in the cold winter.
Fortunately, he met a kind -hearted citizen and brought him to
our adoption center. Volunteers found that his physical

condition was abnormal, so he went to the veterinary clinic for
examination. After being diagnosed by Dr. Yu, he was

diagnosed with weak immunity and penile prolapse. To avoid
further infection which could be fatal, Dr. Yu performed an
excision surgery for the prolapsed part of Master J, and it was
successful! He is currently recuperating in the adoption centre.
We hope he can meet a good owner in the future!




15) Atlas, Lumbar Patella, Scapula, Tibia

L L

Lumbar
Scapula .
Atlas, Patella Tibia

15) Red-eared sliders "Atlas", "Lumbar", "Patella", "Scapula" and "Tibia"

We rescued these five turtles in a park pool where located in Kowloon. It was estimated that they were newly born red-
eared sliders. As winter was approaching, volunteers must rescue them as soon as possible. We went to the veterinary
clinic immediately after we rescued them. The veterinarian diagnosed them with respiratory and parasitic infections, but
unfortunately they were too young and had low immunity. Lumbar and Scapula passed away one after another, which
made us very sad. Atlas, Patella and Tibia, who have recovered successfully, have found adoption families and live
happily ever after! We hope everyone thinks twice before keeping a pet and "Adopt don't shop".



