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446
Our adoption centre is taking care of 446 animals currently

¨ 2011 1189

Total rehomed 1189 animals since 2011

¨2020 348

Rescued 348 animals in 2020

¨2020 271

Rehomed 271 animals in 2020

¨ 2011 200

Over 200 education activities since 2011
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HKHERP Foundation is the first and solely 

existing AFCD Animal Welfare Organization  

which focuses on amphibians and reptiles in 

Hong Kong. AFCD and the Endangered Species 

Advisory Committee have permitted our Society 

for the rehoming of animals under CITES II.

Charitable

Organization

AFCD Animal 

Welfare 

Organization
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HKHERP Foundation is the first and solely existing 

recognized charity which focuses on amphibians 

and reptiles in Hong Kong. Under section 88 of the 

Inland Revenue Ordinance, we are exempt from tax 

and accept donations for charitable purposes. All 

donations over the amount of $HK100 are eligible 

for tax deduction in Hong Kong.

139B

(ATL) ( ORG-00005) ǰ
We have been granted an exemption from the requirement to hold 

an Animal Trader Licence (ATL) by the AFCD in accordance with 

Chapter 139B (Exemption No.: ORG-00005). 
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Find suitable new owners for abandoned 

amphibians and reptiles.

Cooperate and exchange with relevant 

government departments in Hong Kong, 

animal care organizations, conservation 

organizations and universities.

Promote the concept and attitudes of keeping 

amphibians and reptiles correctly; Provide 

talks on conservation, understanding of 

amphibians and reptiles, caring for the natural 

environment, and biodiversity.
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Hello, I am Victor! This is my honor to be one of the Executive Committee in the Hong Kong 

Society of Herpetology Foundation(HKHERP) in mid-year, who is responsible for the Animal 

Adoption Department. As the name implies, my main volunteer duty is to make sure the 

animals can be adopted properly, but it is not just that. For me, every animal has left a very 

deep impression on me, and these cases are full of blood and tears.

From the moment the animals are received, it is important to understand their past and needs 

to provide appropriate husbandry. I have often emphasized that good animal welfare is not 

only just about the physical, but also the mental health. For example, some animals have been 

abandoned, or even neglected to take care of them. They have completely lost confidence in 

human beings. I hope that by caring for them meticulously, I can reduce their tension caused 

by long-term stress. In more cases, sick animals require veterinary treatment. It is a blessing to 

be able to witness their recovery after our husbandry, and successfully paired with a loving 

and responsible adopter. As a matter of course, the unfortunate death of some seriously ill 

animals would make me feel sorrowful, but it also taught me to "cherish the present people".

I don't think I am helping animals. In fact, they are actually helping me to grow. I am very 

grateful to meet every animal and every supporter along the way, and even you who are 

reading. Your encouragement has enabled me to grit my teeth and go on! In the coming days, I 

will do more with the HKHERP team.

Finally, I want to share with you my original intention - to save every animal that I could!
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Environment & Conservation Fund: Citizen Science Programme - Conserving 

Herpetofauna Diversity through Raising Awareness of Invasive Species
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Under the support of the Environment Conservation Fund and Environmental Campaign Committee, 

óECF: Citizen Science Programme - Conserving Herpetofauna Diversity through Raising Awareness of 

Invasive Speciesô was completed successfully. 

> This Programme aims to understand about the distribution and impact of the exotic species, 

Greenhouse Frog. Through seminars and workshops, we educate the public about the 

potential threat of exotic species and invasive species to local ecology. 

>  Under this Programme, two groups of participants are recruited: Ecological Surveyors and  

Education Ambassadors.

Sponsor



20 36
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The 20 Ecological Surveyors have finished 36 ecological surveys to 

collect data about Greenhouse Frog and other local amphibians and 

reptiles. The Ecological Surveyor Data Analysis Discussion Forum 

allowed the Surveyors to discuss about data analysis and processing. 

After the Forum, each Surveyor group continued their analysis and drew 

conclusions upon research topics assigned to each group. They have 

also created infographic posters to share to the public about their findings.

Ecological Surveyor Data Analysis 

Online Discussion ForumEcological Surveyor Group Photo
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On the other hand, the field examination of Education Ambassador was 

done to assess the level of knowledge of the Ambassadors regarding 

local herpetofauna. Due to the COVID-19 situation, the education 

seminars originally held by the Ambassadors were held online or 

cancelled. Therefore, special arrangements have been made for the 

Ambassadors to take short educational videos to educate the public on 

topics like the Impacts of Exotic Species, Impacts of Mercy Release and 

Local Herpetofauna etc.

Education Ambassador Filming

Education Ambassador Group Photo Online Exchange ForumMid-term field examination

Ecological survey and Greenhouse Frog Removal
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The Graduation Ceremony marked the end of the Programme. Despite of the COVID-19 

restrictions, we are honoured to be able to invite Dr Michael Lau and our Director Dr Hei

Sung to give their closing speech to the Programme as well as to give comments to the 

eventôs Presentation Session. The public also joined to learn about the Programmeôs

research conclusion and education outcome presented by the Surveyors and Ambassadors. 

This Programme is meaningful and insightful. Other than its core aim of collecting 

ecological survey data and educating the public, the Programme has recruited a group of 

passionate Surveyor and Ambassadors. These participants learnt from each other and 

shared their passion among each other, becoming new blood in the field of the conservation 

of amphibians and reptiles!

Online Graduation Ceremony
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Environment & Conservation Fund: Herpetofauna

Neighbours - Urban Biodiversity and Exotic Species 

Monitoring Programme
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Sponsor

In continuation to last yearôs Greenhouse Frog monitoring programme, HKHerp has launched the óECF: 

Herpetofauna Neighbours - Urban Biodiversity and Exotic Species Monitoring Programmeô. The Programme

aims to further understand the potential threats of local amphibians and reptiles and to further understand 

the biodiversity of the community. Through understanding, we endeavour to raise the awareness of 

conservation of urban ecology and wildlife among the public. Two groups of participants were recruited: 

Team Wild and Team Urban Ecological Surveyor. Team Wild continues the previous programme to survey 

previous survey sites while Team Urban survey and collect data from urban area. In 2020, the recruitment 

and training stage of Team Wild has been completed. 20 surveyors were recruited for Team Wild, and each 

of them were trained via lectures, workshops and field trips to learn about local herpetofauna, impacts of 

exotic species, methods of ecological survey and to learn about survey sites.



Training Seminar 

Training Field Trip Team Wild field examination

After-examination Discussion Workshop



Team Wild Group Photo

Brown Tree Frog 

(Polypedates megacephalus)

Green Cascade Frog 

(Oddorana graminea)

Short-legged Horned Toad

(Megophrys brachykolos)

Asiatic Painted Frog

(Kaloula pulchra pulchra)

Greater Green Snake

(Pytas major)



" Adopt don't shop" is a slogan that we often hear. In recent years, the public has gradually paid 

attention to animal welfare, and I believe more people understand that buying animals would 

abet over -breeding and illegal smuggling in a certain degree, which will harm the number of 

endangered animals in the wild. However, under the current circumstances, many animals are still 

being abandoned and abused, because the owners did not think carefully before raising them, so 

we are still working hard to promote adoption.

Even though affected by the pandemic this year, we can only have a few adoption activities, 

which is less than the previous years. But due to our persistence and public support , more than 

270 animals were still adopted successfully. During the adoption activities, we were not only 

focusing on the adoption of animals, but also sharing the husbandry experience with the public, 

and keeping in touch in the future. The volunteers were very touched to see everyone's 

dedication to animals!

With limited resources, space and volunteers, we tried our best to save and provide proper 

husbandry to the animals. We can do more if more people support adoption! If you want to keep 

a pet, why not consider adopting it? Your wise decision is enough to change the fate of 

abandoned animals and give them a chance to be reborn from tragedy.
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City University of Hong Kong

Google Meet

ǰ

This year was full of challenges. Under the epidemic and various 

factors, we had made lots of flexible arrangements. For example, in the 

educational aspect, even if we couldn't hold as many lectures as before, 

we still tried our best to educate citizens and students.



106 
We rescued 106 turtles in the park pool 
who were abandoned by their owners.



We cooperated with a New Territories park pool to rescue Fai Fai in the mid-year. 

Due to abandon by her owner, she was very scared of us. The most distressing 

thing is that the Chinese word "Buddha" was written on her shell with red paint! 

After being rescued, the volunteers took her home to take care of her, and he took 

a lot of hard work to wash off the paint. Fortunately, she met an adoption family 

who loved her a lot. On the one hand, we are very happy about this; on the other 

hand, we are very angry at the behaviour of the abandoned people, "Mercy 

release can't let them survive"!
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Red-eared Slider OnOn was rescued by a kind-hearted citizen in the wild. The 

weather was extremely cold. Luckily, she was sent to the Adoption Center 

timely and saved her life. Unfortunately, she was suffered from respiratory 

disease.

We brought OnOn to the veterinary clinic at once. She was diagnosed with 

severe pneumonia and nearly died. In need of special care, OnOn lived in a 

volunteer's home for recuperation. Fortunately, after almost a month of 

medication, she was healed miraculously, and found a good owner who really 

loved her. She can enjoy sunbathing at home every day and feel the sense of 

being love!

Lung Zai was found in a primary school. We estimated that he was an 

abandoned and alien species. At that time, he was very frightened, and 

was wary of us, which made us very sad. Luckily, he did not have serious 

health problems. Over time, through our husbandry, he gradually let go of 

his guard and successfully met a good adoption family, and he can finally 

live a carefree life!
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Lizard-king was abandoned by a selfish owner with a black paper box 

next to the rubbish bin. It had no difference from animal abuse. Luckily, 

he was discovered by a kind-hearted citizen. After we received it, we 

noticed that he had respiratory disease symptoms. We brought him to the 

veterinary clinic for seeking medical treatments and barely saved his life.

ǰ

Tea is a red-eared slider released by people. Luckily, 

she was rescued by the Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Conservation Department, so she didn't have to wait for 

death in despair. Soon after, we received her. Due to 

the long incubation period of reptile diseases, 

symptoms of pneumonia appeared after a period of 

time. We took her to the veterinary clinic for treatment, 

and the doctor diagnosed that the pneumonia was not 

very serious, and she recovered successfully after 

about half a month. Tea is now adopted and lives a 

pampered life every day!

Dinner
ǰ

ǰ
Dinner
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Dinner is a box turtle that is not good at swimming. However, she was 

released to a park pool with an extremely high water level. We cooperated 

with the park for searching her for several days. As it is during the winter, 

we are worried that she may become sick or even die. We found her in the 

end. She was cowering and trying to hold on a water pipe. We believed 

that she was very scared and we rescued her luckily.

After the rescue, we found Dinner had some abnormal conditions and she 

might not be young. We visited the veterinarian immediately. She was 

diagnosed with parasites, poor liver function, impaired vision, and other 

problems. It was heartbreaking! Fortunately, after nearly a half year of 

recuperation, her condition has gradually stabilized. Now she is living in 

the adoptive family, and the adopters love her so much!
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We rescued Sai Sai Lap in a park pool where located on Hong Kong 

Island. At that time, she was floating and must have suffered for a while. 

Our volunteers and the park staffs immediately rescued her. 

Unfortunately, the situation was very bad. There were many wounds on 

her body. We estimated that she might be bitten by other animals. She 

couldn't bear the horrible pain and died soon, and she didn't even have a 

chance to see the vet, which made our hearts very sad! I believe that her 

owner thought that Sai Sai Lap could live in the park pool "happily", but 

they did not expect this to be an extremely wrong decision. This is a real 

example - "Mercy release can't let them survive"!

Ling Lok was placed in front of the door of the adoption center. 

Without notifying us to receive it, and not handing it over to the 

volunteers according to the procedure. This was an extremely 

irresponsible behaviour! Fortunately, our volunteers returned 

at that time and Ling Lok would not die from hypothermia or 

dehydration. Unfortunately, Ling Lok had a large tumor in her 

abdomen and we immediately took her to the veterinary clinic. 

She was diagnosed with cancer and had to undergo surgery as 

soon as possible. Although the removal of the tumor went very 

smoothly, Ling Lok still passed away after first aid, and she 

could not wake up under anesthesia. Even though the 

volunteer was very reluctant, he understood that it might be a 

relief for her. At least she didn't have to suffer anymore. We 

hope everyone supports adoption. Purchasing animals will 

only encourage more animals with defective genes to be bred.

Rayquaza was abandoned on the street by her owner. The 

weather was very cold and the situation was very dangerous 

because she walked out of the traffic road! Fortunately, a citizen 

rescued her and brought her to our adoption center. We went to 

the veterinary clinic immediately after receiving her, and the 

doctor diagnosed her with skin disease and emaciated. 

Unfortunately, after half a month of treatment, she couldn't bear 

to pain and die. We are enraged at the abandonment behavior of 

the relevant people, completely disregarding the safety of 

animals, making extremely irresponsible decisions, and we hope 

everyone to think carefully before keeping pets, and "Adopt don't 

shop".
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